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The School of Law was established as a department of the Uni
versity of Montana in 1911. Prior to that time there had been no School
of Law in Montana.
The school occupies quarters in the library building in the UnL
versity where the law library reading room, class rooms and offices of
the faculty are located. The school has a good working library known
as the William Wirt Dixon Law Library, composed of about nine thou
sand volumes, including the Reporter System, Digests and all leading
encyclopedias, digests and all leading collections of cases, and, in ad
dition, all the State Reports up to the Reporter System, except those
of South Carolina and Minnesota.
ENDOWMENT
A recent gift to the School of Law under the will of Mrs. W. W.
Dixon will make possible the endowment of a professorship and also
the addition of about fifteen hundred volumes to the Library.
The School of Law has also received a very generous gift from
Judge John J. McHatton of Butte, consisting of his entire library of
over fourteen hundred volumes, and, also, book-cases for holding them.
REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION
Students may register in the School of Law either in regular or
special standing. Regular students who are candidates for the degree
of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) must present credentials showing that
they have completed substantially one-half or more of the work required
for the degree of B. A. or B. S. in the University of Montana, or two
years’ work in some other college or university whose credits are recog
nized by the University of Montana.
Special students may be admitted provided they are twenty-one
years of age, or more, and have diplomas from accredited high schools,
or are qualified to enter the freshman class of the University of Montana.
Advanced standing may be granted to students who present satis
factory credentials for equivalent courses taken in standard schools of
law. Also, in special cases, advanced standing may be granted upon
examination satisfactory to the law faculty.

GRADUATION AND DEGREES
Regular students who have satisfactorily completed courses in law,
equivalent to three full years of professional study, and who have a
total of one hundred twenty-seven credits, including all required
courses will be granted the degree of Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.). Special
students in exceptional cases of distinguished excellence, may, upon com
pletion of the three years' work, by special vote of the law faculty, be
granted a law degree, but in all ordinary cases will be given certificates
as to the work done, in lieu of the degree awarded to regular students.
Undergraduate students in regular standing, candidates for the de
gree of Bachelor of Arts, electing law as a major subject at the beginning
of the junior year may count not to exceed two years of the ,law course
toward graduation and the degree of Bachelor of Arts. Those who have
thus obtained the degree of Bachelor of Arts, conferred at the end of
four years, may receive the degree of Bachelor of Laws a t the end of the
fifth year on the completion of the third year of the law course. Stu
dents desiring to take the combined course leading to both degrees will
register as pre-legal students and be assigned to some member of the law
faculty as an adviser.
FEES AND EXPENSES
No tuition fee is charged in the School of Law. The regular regis
tration fee of $10 and the Associated Students fee of $10 a year must be
paid by every student. A library deposit of $3 per year is required.
Regularly registered students in the School of Law may take any course
in the College of Arts and Sciences without additional cost, except the
payment of laboratory fees.
The cost of books in the School of Law will average about $25 a year.
METHOD OF INSTRUCTION
The case system of instruction is generally employed.
Special attention is given to practice court work, in which the
students are required not only to argue legal questions, but to try cases,
prepare appeals and go/ through all the steps incident to the trial of a
law su it
ADMISSION TO PRACTICE IN MONTANA
Students who have successfully completed the regular law course
and received a certificate or degree for same, may in the discretion of
the supreme court of Montana be admitted to practice in the courts of
Montana without further examination.
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION
The course of study extends over a period of three years, and is 30
arranged as to require a total of one hundred twenty-seven
credits. All first year work is required and in addition the
courses in Pleading and Practice Court II are required of all candi— i

dates for tlie degree or certificate. Aside from the two courses men
tioned, all other courses in the second and third year are elective. The
curriculum is designed to afford a preparation for the practice of law
in any state, and at the same time special attention will be given in all
courses to the codes and decisions of Montana and the western states.
The list of courses announced for the year 1919-1920 with their credit
hours is as follows:
CURRICULUM
FIRST YEAR
1st
,
Quarter
Contracts ......______
..._____ 3
Property I ........................................... 3
Torts ..........
Criminal Law and Procedure............
Principles of Liability.......................... 5
Forms of Actions................................
Use of Law Books ............................... 1
Agency ......... ........................ .............

2nd
Quarter
3
3
3
2
.

3rd
Quarter
3
Q

O

4

3
4

SECOND AND THIRD YEARS
1st
Quarter

2nd
Quarter
2
2
3
3

3rd
Quarter
o

Pleading .........................
2
5
Equity ......................
2
Evidence.............................................. 3
3
Irrigation Law ....................................
Wills and Administration.................
3
Mining Law ....:.... .............................
3
Private Corporations ......................... 5
o
Trusts .................... ......I*...............,....... | 2
2
Sales ...______
3
3
9
Practice Court .........
2 g
2
Appellate Practice ....................
... 2
2
2
Conflict of Laws ...............................
.3
O
Property II __.T.if^......;......
3
Public Service Corps...........................
3
Q
•Bills and Notes ..................... .
O
•Partnership ......
3
•Quasi-Contracts ................................ 3
o
••Constitutional ............................
3
O
••Suretyship andMortgages................
3
••Dam ages_____________________ 4
Courses marked * given school year 1920-21, alternating successive
years with courses marked **.

FOURTH QUARTER
Instead of a full quarter, the Summer Session of the School of
Law, 1920, will last for six weeks. It is planned in the future to give
a full Fourth Quarter.
DESCRIPTION OF COURSES
First Year
Contracts. Offer and acceptance; consideration; contracts under
seal; contracts for benefit of third persons; assignment of contracts;
joint obligations; statute of frauds; express and implied conditions;
impossibility; illegal contracts; discharge of contracts, including agree
ment to discharge, novation, release, etc. Williston’s Cases on Con
tracts. Yols. I and II. Mr. Leaphart.
Property I. Acquisition of title to personal property by statute of
limitations, accession, confusion and judgments. The bailee’s and find
er’s rights in property, together with a consideration of the rules of
common law liens and pledges. Conversion of Chattels, introduction to
the law of real property. Tenure, estates and conveyances. Fixtures
and waste. Easements and covenants running with land. Warren’s
Cases on Property. Mr. Simes,
Torts. Assault and battery; negligence, contributory negligence;
liability for animals; duties of land-owners; nuisance; violation of
statutory duty; deceit; malicious prosecution; libel and slander; in
terference with advantageous relations, including unfair competition,
strikes, boycotts, business combinations. Ames and Smith Cases on
Torts. (Pound’s Edition.) Mr. Simes.
Agency. Introductory principles; nature of the relationship; ap
pointment ; when the principal is liable to third parties when the agent
has acted in case of torts, crimes, and contracts; liability of principal
to agent; liability of the agent to his principal; liability of the agent to
third parties; doctrines of undisclosed principal; delegation by an agent;
ratification; termination of the agency. Wambaugh’s Cases on Agency.
Mr. Walter L. Fisher.
Principles of Liability. The course covers certain fundamental prin
ciples, which are general in their application to other first year courses.
Beale’s Cases on Legal Liability. Mr. Walter L. Fisher.
Criminal Law : Sources of Criminal Law ; nature of crim es; an
alysis of criminal act and criminal intent; defenses; analysis of partic
ular crim es; jurisdiction; criminal actions; complaint and w arran t;
arraignment and plea; preliminary hearing and grand ju ry ; indictfhent
and information; order of tria l; judgment and punishment. Emphasis
on Penal Code of Montana. Beale’s Cases on Criminal Law. Mr. Angevine.
Forms of Action. A study of the various forms of action as em
ployed in common law. Pleading; including trespass, ejectment, case,
trover, replevin, and special and general assumpsit. Each is considered
—
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with reference to the scope of the action, the necessary allegations, and
the defenses. Whittier’s Cases on Common Law Pleading. Mr. Simes.
Use of Law Books. How to find the law ; use of the law library
with special attention given to Montana statutes, State Reports and
Digest; practical problems in preparation of legal authorities for pur
pose of presenting question of law to court, analysis of facts for pur
pose of finding law ; preparation of brief; presentation of questions of
law to court orally and with brief. No book is used. Mr. Angevine.
Second and Third Years
Pleading. The subject is studied primarily from the standpoint of
the Code of Civil Procedure in force in Montana. Topics covered are as
follows: Parties; the complaint; construction of pleadings; splitting
and joinder of causes of action; answers; demurrers; replies; various
motions; bills of particulars; amendments and order. Sunderland’s
Cases and Code. Mr. Simes.
Equity. Nature of Equity Jurisdiction; specific performance; the
statute of frauds; defenses to specific performance because of plaintiff’s
conduct; laches, fraud, misrepresentation, concealment and unfairness;
failure to make good title ; effect of mistake and hard bargains; mutual
ity of remedies, and want of mutuality; relief for and against third
parties; bills for an account, specific reparation and prevention of torts.
Ames’s Cases in Equity Jurisdiction. Parts I-IV. Mr. Leaphart.
Bills and Notes. This subject is studied from the standpoint of
negotiable instruments law which is in force in Montana, and in most of
the other states, negotiability, form and inception of bills and notes, ac
ceptance, delivery, consideration, negotiation, rights and liabilities of
the various parties, presentment, dishonor, and discharge are taken up.
Smith & Moore, Cases on Bills and Notes. Mr. Simes.
Evidence. The theory of evidence; rules governing admissibility;
the hearsay rule and its exceptions; opinion evidence; the parole evi
dence rule, and the rules governing the introduction and interpretation
of documents; the methods of producing evidence; the attendance of
witnesses, their examination, cross-examination, impeachment and con
firmation ; evidence before tria l; the respective functions of judge and
ju ry ; the burden of proof and presumptions; judicial notice and judicial
admission; actual practice in introducing evidence. Wigmore’s Cases
on Evidence (2d Ed). Mr. Whitlock.
Irrigation Law. This course traces the genesis and development
of the law of water rights in the w est; how rights to the use of water
may be acquired and retained, and generally, the law of water as ap
plied to irrigation, mining, manufacturing, and the generation of power,
with special reference to Montana law. Selected Cases. Mr. Pope.
Wills and Administration. Testamentary capacity and intent, the
execution of wills; revocation; administration of estates, including pay
ment of legacies and distributive shares; probate procedure in Mon-

tuna. Costigan’s Cases on Wills and Montana Code. Mr. Walter L.
Fisher.
Property II. Form of conveyance: Conveyances a t common law,
under the statute of uses, and under modern statutes; execution and
delivery of deeds; recording acts and abstracts of title; description of
property granted; covenants for title ; creation of easements; original
acquisition; adverse possession and prescription; practical exercises in
conveyancing and examination of titles. Aigler’s Cases on Titles. Mr.
Walter L. Fisher.
Sales. Subject m atter at law and equity; relation of possession and
payment to title ; presumptions as to title ; conditions; bills of lading;
fraud, retention of possession; factors and factors’ a c ts ; sellers’ rights
as to recovery of price, liens and stoppage in tra n situ ; buyers’ rights, in
cluding inspection and various warranties; statute of frauds. Williston’s Cases on Sales. Mr. Walter L. Fisher.
Practice. Each student is required to try without assist
ance a t least two civil jury cases during the year. Separate abstracts
of testimony, as nearly as possible in the form in which a case is pre
sented to a lawyer in his office, are given the respective student-counsel.
The student must, from his abstract, decide upon his remedy or defense,
draw and file pleadings, serve process, and try his case without devia
tion from the requirements of the Code of Civil Procedure and the rules
of the Missoula County District Court. A jury is empaneled in each
case and the instructor presides a t all trials. All students are required
to be present a t all trials. Montana Code of Civil Procedure, selected
cases, and practical exercises. Mr. Pope.
Appellate Practice. The appellate jurisdiction of the Various courts
is considered, what judgment, orders and proceedings may be appealed
from parties who may appeal, time within which appeal may be taken,
extent of review and the various steps by which the appeal is taken.
Actual practice will be given in preparing the record proper and bills
of exceptions. Besides this, extraordinary remedies will be studied,
such as W rit of Habeas Corpus and the Montana W rit of Supervisory
Control. Selected Cases on Appellate Practice. Mr. Whitlock.
Conflict of Laws. The extent of legislative power and the doctrine
of the conflict of laws. Domicile and jurisdiction for taxation. The
jurisdiction of courts. A consideration of the creation of rights arising
from contract and from tort. The law of capacity and other personal
rights. The doctrine of conflict of laws as to rights of property, both
by transfer inter vivos and by inheritance. The recognition and en
forcement of rights; foreign executors and administrators; the nature,
obligation and effect of judgments. Beale’s Cases on Conflict of Laws
(3 Vol. Ed.) Mr. Walter L. Fisher.
Private Corporations. Corporations distinguished from partnerships
and joint stock companies; disregarding the corporate fiction; forma
tions of corporations; powers of corporations; de facto corporations;
ultra vires acts of corporations; rights and liabilities of directors, pro—
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moters, creditors and shareholders; rights of minority shareholders;
shares of stock; transfer; assessment; voting trusts; foreign corpora
tions; corporate forms. Warren’s Cases on Corporations. (2 Ed.) Mr.
Pope.
Mining Law. Lodes; placers; locators; discovery; location; tunnel
sites and blind veins; conditions of retention of claims; sub-surface
rights; adverse claims; patents; oil, gas, and other mining leases; ten
ancies in common and mining partnership; rights of access; rights of
subjacent and lateral support. Costigan’s Cases on Mining Law. Mr.
Pope.
Damages. Respective functions of court and jury in estimating
damages; exemplary, liquidate^, nominal, direct and consequential dam
ages ; avoidable consequences; counsel fees; certainly, compensation,
damages for non-pecuniary injuries; value; interest; and damages in
certain actions of tort and contract. Beale’s Cases on Damages. (2
Ed.) Mr. Walter L. Fisher.
Public Service Companies. The development of the law of public
callings, and the rights and obligations of the various public services,
such as common carriers of passengers and of goods, innkeepers, tele
phone, telegraph, gas, electric, and other companies; governmental reg
ulation and control of the public callings. Wyman’s Cases on Public
Service Companies. Mr. Walter L. Fisher.
Constitutional Law I. Adopting and amending constitutions; ef
fect of unconstitutional law s; delegation of powers; political and civil
rights of individuals, rights of persons accused of crime; and extended
examination of the fourteenth amendment. Mr. Pope.
Constitutional Law II. Retroactive laws, including laws impairing
the obligation of contract; general scope of federal powers; foreign re- •
lations, Indians; aliens; regulation of commerce; jurisdiction of fed
eral courts. Hall’s Cases on Constitutional Law. Mr. Pope.
Suretyship and Mortgages. Guaranty ; defenses of surety; rights of
surety against principal or co-surety; subrogation; reimbursements, ex
oneration, contribution; rights of creditors to securities held by cosurey. Elements of mortgage; title and lien theory; equitable mort
gages ; conveyances absolute in form ; rights and duties of mortgagor
and mortgagee; dower and courtesy; limitation on redemption; clogging
the equity; assignment of mortgages; marshalling the assets. Ames’
Cases on Suretyship. Wyman’s Cases on Mortgages. Mr. Leaphart.
Trusts. Nature and requisite of trusts and the distinction between
trusts; debts, and other legal relations; the language necessary to the
creation of a trust: the question of consideration; the effect of the
Statute of Frauds and of W ills; the elements of a trust, including the
subject matter, the trustee and the cestui; charitable tru sts; resulting
and constructive tru sts; remedies of the cestui against the trustee,
transfer of the interest of the cestui; the persons bound by a tru s t,
liabilities of the trustee to third persons; duties of trustee as to in
vestments. Scott’s Cases on Trusts. Mr. Leaphart.
—9—

Quasi-Contracts. Recovery upon record; recovery upon statutory,
or official, or customary d u ty ; recovery upon doctrine that one per
son shall not be allowed to enrich himself unjustly at-th e expense of
another; quasi-contracts and true contracts distinguished; benefits con
ferred voluntarily and involuntarily; relation of quasi-contracts to
equity. Woodruff’s Cases on Quasi-Contracts. (2 Ed.) Mr. Simes.
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REGISTER OF STUDENTS 1919-1920
THIRD YEAR
B aird , A lva C.
B a ld w in , C has. S.
B ourquin , J ustin J.
B ush a, Chas . T.

B rown, W ingfield
D ie f e n d e f e r , R. I.
F redericks , H elen
Gault , J ohn McP herson
McH a ffie , S tuart

SECOND YEAR
B rown, K eith
C o lto n , Thomas C.
D err, M arcu s
F oote, E u gen e B.
K eeley , P at E. M.

S hepard , G eorge
T o o le , J. H.
W ilso n , W a l t e r G.
W it te r , G eo rg e G.
W old, T horfin

FIRST YEAR
B rcwn, W illiam K.
P latt , E dward L.
C la r k e , Stedm an K.
R ees, John A.
H arpi le , E ugene
R oe, S tanley
H aughland , P h ilip J.
S anders , J ohn E.
H iatt , George D.
S mith , D avid
IIiginbctham . W. H.
Sm ith, L ew is K e ls e y
I uwine, Edw in
Sm ith, P a u l W.
Jam eson, W. J.
S o u th w ic k , John J
Kram er, W ilb u r P.
S t r e e t e r , D. W.
McManus , H ugh H.
S w aney , A lexander G.
M e r r ill, R o b e r t T.
Thompson, J e s s ie S. (Mrs.)
N agle, R aymond T.
T oole, B rice
W orden , D onovan

STUDENTS TAKING SOME COURSES IN THE LAW SCHOOL
Mosby, E llsworth C.
O’H a r e, Jam es E.

A llen , W illiam
Bierm an, B. W.
B usha, Hcm er L.
D ie r d o r ff, L. H.
F armer, J. A.
F itz G e r a ld , H a r o ld E.
Gove , R ichard L.
H olden , G eo. F.
Law, D e W it t

R a mage, O liv e (M rs.)
R ice, John D.
S pencer , P ercy
Stim son, C la u d e W.
T ownsend , J oe
V'itt , H erbert
W ilso n , L e s lie E.
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